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Appendix A: Healthcare Practitioner-
Reported Primary Cause of Intractable 
Pain 
 

Table A.1. Intractable pain cohort patients by primary pain cause. 

Primary Pain Cause Count 

Back pain, axial 521 

Back pain, radicular 306 

Fibromyalgia/myofascial pain 233 

Arthritis: osteoarthritis 166 

Neuropathy: other 128 

Neck pain 103 

Headache: migraine 86 

Trauma (including vertebral compression fracture) 81 

Arthritis: rheumatoid 72 

Headache: other 60 

Complex regional pain syndrome 43 

Spinal stenosis 36 

Postoperative pain 29 

Myelopathies 28 

Neuropathy: diabetic 23 

Pelvic pain 22 

Spinal cord injury 22 

Disc (vertebral) herniation 21 

Abdominal Pain 17 

Trigeminal neuralgia 17 

Cancer 16 

Ehler-Danlos Syndrome 16 

Connective Tissue Diseases (excluding Rheumatoid Arthritis) 15 
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Pancreatitis 12 

Arthritis, other inflammatory 11 

Sciatica 10 

Foot Pain 9 

Lupus 9 

Hip Pain, non-arthritis 8 

Inflammatory bowel disease 7 

Multiple sclerosis 7 

Shoulder Pain 7 

Dystonia 6 

Lyme Disease 6 

Hand/Wrist Pain 5 

Knee Pain 4 

Post-stroke pain 4 

Endometriosis 3 

Neuropathy: post-herpetic 3 

Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy 3 

Traumatic Brain Injury 3 

Vascular disease 3 

Central Pain Syndrome 2 

Cervical Radiculopathy 2 

Elbow Pain 2 

Hidradenitis suppurativa 2 

Mast Cell Disease 2 

Muscular dystrophy 2 

Osteochondritis 2 

Phantom Limb Pain 2 

Scoliosis 2 

Sickle Cell Disease 2 

Sjogren's Syndrome 2 

Thoracic Outlet Syndrome 2 
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Neck Pain 1 

Neuropathy: HIV 1 

Other: Addison's Disease 1 

Other: Arachnoiditis 1 

Other: Arnold Chiari Malformation 1 

Other: athetoid/choreiform cerebral palsy 1 

Other: Auto islet transplant patient. Gastroparesis.  1 

Other: Autoimmune Encephalitis 1 

Other: Autonomic brain dysfunction 1 

Other: bone pain from increased erythropoiesis due to hemolytic anemia from hereditary elliptocytosis 1 

Other: burning mouth syndrome, see notes 1 

Other: chronic chest wall pain from bronchiectasis 1 

Other: chronic pain in groin, chest, both legs unclear etiology 1 

Other: Cystic Hygroma 1 

Other: Diverticulitis 1 

Other: Fibular Hemimelia 1 

Other: giant cell tumor of bone: refractory 1 

Other: hemophilia joint pains 1 

Other: Idiopathic systemic angioedema 1 

Other: inguinal pain 1 

Other: Interstitial cystitis 1 

Other: Joubert Syndrome 1 

Other: Kidney stones 1 

Other: Loin Pain Hematuria Syndrome 1 

Other: lumbar spondylosis 1 

Other: lymphedema 1 

Other: Marfans Syndrome  1 

Other: multifactorial.   1 

Other: Multiple system atrophy 1 

Other: Neurofibromatosis 1 

Other: Polycystic Kidney 1 
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Other: Polyostotic fibrous dysplasia 1 

Other: Raynaud's phenomenon 1 

Other: SAPHO 1 

Other: Seizures 1 

Other: testicular pain of unknown etiology 1 

Other: thoracic back pain 1 

Other: TMD 1 

Other: Whole body blistering disease—generalized severe form of recessive dystrophic epidermolysis 
bullosa. 1 

Other: widespread 1 
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